[Infection of T lymphocytes by Trypanosoma cruzi. Possible role of CD3 and HLA-DR].
The mechanisms by which the causative agent of Chagas' disease impair its host's immune response are of paramount importance but poorly understood. Results presented in this paper show for the first time that Trypanosoma cruzi trypomastigotes infect T lymphocytes in vitro and more interestingly in vivo, and that trypomastigotes released from infected cells are infectious. In addition treatment of purified human T lymphocytes with McAb against CD3 and HLA-DR antigens significantly inhibited parasite infection. T. cruzi antigens were detected on the membrane of infected T cells and could therefore represents targets for cytotoxic mechanisms. These results might have important consequences for the understanding of the dramatic disruption of immune response observed during Chagas' disease and more generally provide additional information on T lymphocyte infection by pathogens.